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Skatepark Supporter group:
Baldwin Action Sports (facebook group)

Milledgeville Needs a Skatepark (facebook page)
milledgevilleneedsaskatepark@gmail.com

regular meetings are held and announced through facebook

Ben Joiner
benjoiner@ymail.com

478-456-3046

mailto:milledgevilleneedsaskatepark@gmail.com
mailto:benjoiner@ymail.com
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Cost
A typical neighborhood skatepark is 5,000 to 20,000 square feet.(0.115acres to .459 acres)  
“Neighborhood skatepark” is the official terminology for a skatepark of that size.

Here are some visual examples. 
$90K Dalton, GA
Designer/Builder:  Spohn Ranch Skateparks
5,000 square feet

$90K Saugerties, NY
Designer:  Pillar Design
Builder:  Who Skates
5000 square feet
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$750K , Loganville GA
Designer: Pillar Design
Builder: Artisan Skateparks
20,000 square feet

$150K city of Wyoming, MN
Designer/Builder:  Spohn Ranch Skateparks
5500 square feet
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Proposed Skatepark
for Baldwin County

This 5000 square foot facility would cost $150k and support around 25 to 30 users at one
time.  This is a well rounded design, intended to appeal to the widest variety of users

possible.

A good location would be the site of the previous Baldwin County Public Pool.  More
information on skatepark location is in the section  “Process from Concept to Opening Day”
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Demographics
In 2010, 4.6% of the US population said they skateboarded once a year.  Weekly 
skateboarders were half of that, 2.3%.  For a Baldwin County population of 46,000, we find:
2100 people skateboarded once a year.
1000 people skateboarded once a week.
Source: http://www.skatepark.org/park-development/advocacy/2010/11/how-many-skaters-
near-you/

For perspective, weekly skateboarders (7 million) are half of baseball players (14 million) and 
one quarter of basketball players (26 million).
Source:https://www.sfia.org/press/433_Over-26-Million-Americans-Play-Basketball

These are national averages and actual Baldwin County numbers may be different.  Therefore,
the best information is the usage observed at the local “do it yourself” skateparks that have 
existed here.  The skatepark next to Golden Pantry was consistently used, with usage 
decreasing as the plywood ramps deteriorated.  Regular repairs always brought usage back 
up.  Concrete skateparks do not need these repairs.  In addition, many parents and young 
adults will be more comfortable using a legally sanctioned skatepark than they would an 
illegal skatepark.  The later unsanctioned skatepark at Central City Park consisted of only 3 
pieces of skate equipment.  The last day before it was closed, there were 7 cars there all 
bringing skateboarders.  Some of the cars brought multiple patrons and some teens had come
on foot.  It was a Thursday afternoon.

Recent survey data is expensive, since these studies are funded by sporting goods 
manufacturers to estimate the demand for products.  Therefore, it's hard to find anything 
later than 2010.  Also, skatepark usage varies from team sports because there are no set 
game times.  People use the park at their on convenience. This leads to a steady stream of 
users with higher numbers on the weekends and right after school.  This is different from 
team sports, where the facilities go unused until certain times, when they see high use.

https://www.sfia.org/press/433_Over-26-Million-Americans-Play-Basketball
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Benefits of Recreation
Increase health, fight obesity, etc.
Sports participants had significantly lower body mass index values, lower blood pressures, and lower 
resting pulse rates.  The physically fit person is less prone to injury, and is less likely to experience 
depression.  Childhood participation in organized fitness and sports programs helps attain higher bone 
density establishing a strong health base to combat osteoporosis in later life.  An estimated 66,000 U.S.
deaths from coronary heart disease, colon cancer and diabetes could be prevented annually if one half 
of the sedentary people became active on a regular basis.  
Source: Massachusetts Recreation and Park Association
http://www.massrpa.org/benefits-of-recreation/

Reduce Crime and take care of “at risk” children
Juvenile criminal activity dropped 24% in Cincinnati, Ohio during the first 13 weeks of their late night 
basketball program. Summer late night weekend recreation activities costing only 74 cents per person 
reduced juvenile crime by 52% in Phoenix, Arizona where it costs almost $40,000 to jail one teen for 
one year. The bottom line: it costs 100 times as much to incarcerate that to recreate. 
Source: Massachusetts Recreation and Park Association
http://www.massrpa.org/benefits-of-recreation/

Pop's Skatepark was built the Kensignton area in Philadelphia.  The local police love the park.  Crime is 
down in the immediate area by 80%.
Source:
http://vimeo.com/11142598

In 1994, crime in Fort Worth, Texas, dropped by 28% in a one-mile radius of community centers that
offered recreational basketball programs. At five community centers where the basketball programs did
not exist, crime increased an average of 39% 
Source:  Trust for Public Land (TPL). (2001). 
A land legacy for Texas: An assessment of the park and recreational
needs of local governments in Texas.
Texas: The Trust for Public Land and Texas Recreation and
Parks Society.

Students who participate in one to four hours per week of extracurricular activities are 49% less likely 
to use drugs and 37% less likely to become teen parents than students who do not participate, 
according to a U.S. Department of Health and Human Services study
source:  Health and Human Services, U.S. (HHS). (2002). 
Physical activity fundamental to preventing disease
.Retrieved Jan. 19, 2004 from   http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/physicalactivity/

http://www.massrpa.org/benefits-of-recreation/
http://www.massrpa.org/benefits-of-recreation/
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Benefits of Skateparks
Benefit One
Skateparks are safer than the street.  
If your area doesn't have a skatepark, then it is a skatepark.  The primary cause of death each year for 
skateboarders is being hit by vehicles or reaching excessive speeds on large hills.  These dangers do 
not exist at a skatepark.
Source: http://www.skatepark.org/park-development/advocacy/2014/02/2013-skateboard-fatalities/

Benefit Two
Bring recreation to more people
The key benefit of skateboarding is that it brings the normal benefits of recreation such as reduced 
crime and physical health to more people.
“I can honestly say that, based on my 27 years of police work, if you can keep kids busy like the 
skatepark has done, you have completely prevented a future adult offender.”
—Massachusetts Police Sergeant 
source: http://skateboarding.transworld.net/news/cops-love-skateparks/

Here's how skateparks reach people left out by other forms of recreation.

Team Sports can be intimidating for Children.
Telling a child that he or she is going to play on a team and must perform in certain ways can be scary.  
It's easy to see that a child will be much more comfortable with a patch of concrete and a skateboard.  
There's no pressure to do anything other than what the child wants to push himself or herself to do.

Skateboarding reduces bullying.
Team sports can make bullies winners.  A player who believes he is a failure will fail in the game.  
Therefore, an incentive exists to play the “head game” and make other players feel inferior.  In 
skateboarding, no one will become a winner because you fail.  In other words, just because I fail at what
I am attempting, it doesn't mean that you will succeed.

Team sports tend to value the best players and treat the rest as dead weight.
In skateboarding, no one is ever picked last.  You just hop on your board and do whatever you are 
comfortable with.  This allows many young people to learn confidence and physical skills on their own.  
School sports programs especially value only the top 10% of the students as athletes.  When I was in 
high school, a friend quit the football team to start skateboarding.  He told me that he had to practice 
all week so that he could hope to play a little on Friday.  Then he said something I will never forget,   
“Every time I step on my skateboard, it's Friday.”
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Skateboarding fits with schedules more conveniently.
There are no set times for practices or games.  Single mothers have demanding schedules and getting 
children to all the various activities can be very difficult.  Young boys need something to do to keep 
them out of trouble, but it's often the wealthier citizens who get to participate.  Therefore, 
skateboarding becomes a huge benefit for “at risk” children.

Benefit Three
Skateboarding has mental health benefits.
"It definitely teaches you self-discipline," said Rob Abbott, 30, skateboarder and salesman at Sequence 
Skate Shop. "There's that mentality when you go out there, and you want to accomplish something. You
practice it over and over for days and weeks at a time. And once you do it, you feel good about yourself
and what you've accomplished." 
Source: The Juneau Empire “Riding the Concrete Wave” 
Teri Tibbett September 13, 2007 

Skateboarders are dedicated; they show up to practice, rain, shine, or snow (if they have a place to do 
it) without a schedule. No coach tells them when to arrive, how long to work, or what the next trick is. 
And yet they make progress. Even when the next trick involves staring down a 7-stair jump, dropping 
into a bowl that terrifies their mom, or trying a 360 flip to manual for 12 years before landing it, skaters
keep at it.
Source: Huffington Post “Skateboarding Is Still a Crime, But the Sport Is Admirable” 03/22/2013 
Laura Beth Nielsen, Associate Professor of Sociology and Director of Legal Studies, Northwestern 
University  

Skateboarding allows for individuality as rules are minimal and self-expression is encouraged. This 
freedom to be creative and express oneself through skateboarding activity can be a means of 
empowerment. Through the cultural values of inclusion, having fun, self-expression, and progression, 
participants can build confidence to become leaders. Regardless of gender, discipline, ethnicity, 
or age, the participants in this study routinely embraced each other, supported each other by showing 
encouragement and appreciation, and showed no signs of negative emotion toward other participants, 
despite the fact that prize money was on the line. This lack of negative emotions infers an inclusionary 
construct within the skateboarding culture. 
Another central theme of this study was the energy and drive of the participants. While each participant
was competing, facial expressions suggested the presence of passion and determination, fun, 
excitement, and desire to do their best at that moment. 
Source: ESPN Productions, Inc. “An Ethnographic Study of the Skateboarding Culture” 
Linda Moore, Senior Director - Business Administration 

Benefit Four
Skateparks have a positive economic impact.  
Skateboarding is like golf in the sense that you are always looking for a new and interesting terrain.  
Therefore, skateboarders tend to travel regularly but only to interesting skateparks.

The park is not intended to be an economic-development tool, though it has proven to be a draw for 
other cities. Stan Robinson, chairman of Recreation District No. 3 in St. Mary Parish, said his district’s 
skate park, built in November, has been a worthwhile venture. 
“I can’t tell you how many times a parent has said to me that it’s the best taxpayer money they’ve 



10of17

spent,” he said. Nearby businesses, he said, are seeing their sales increase from visitors to the park. 
“We are already planning to expand it,” he said. 
Source: Houma Today “Plans rolling ahead for new skate park” Chance Ryan January 31, 2013 

We do not have any specific studies on the economic impact of skateparks on communities, but from 
the feedback we receive from municipal skatepark managers, skateparks do seem to have a positive 
effect on businesses in the surrounding area. When a skatepark opens, it tends to draw folks from the 
outlying communities to come bring their kids to the skatepark, do some shopping, maybe have lunch, 
buy some gas, etc. Skateparks attract patrons to local businesses who might not otherwise be in the 
area. 
Source: Tony Hawk Foundation, 2013 
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Liability/ Safety
Skateboarding is a relatively safe sport.
Source:  2002 Journal of Trauma, Injury, Infection and Critical Care
Sport Injuries per 1,000 partipants

Basketball              21.2
Football                  20.7
Bicycling                11.5
Snowboarding        11.2
Skateboarding        8.9
In-line skating        0.9
“Injuries” defined as emergency room visits.

Skateboarding is a relatively dangerous sport for 
beginners.
33% of those injured on skateboards are injured within the first week of skateboarding. 
Source:  1996 Skateboarding Injuries, Department of Health and Human Development, Montana State 
University, Bozeman, USA. Jodi911@aol.com 

This difference between the skateboarder and the outsider creates a great deal of confusion.  The 
explanation for the difference is that a basic level of skill allows the skater to safely deal with falls.  
Many skateparks begin by requiring helmets but change the rules later.  Two examples of this are the 
Albany Riverskate Park in  Albany, GA or Bay Creek Skatepark in Loganville, Ga.  Notice the Bay Creek 
Skatepark sign below.

This sign has been changed.  
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It originally read “All users must wear helmets,”  Later it was changed to “All users should wear 
helmets...” and the later statement requiring children under 15 to wear helmets was added.

What usually happens is skateboarders resist wearing helmets because they feel it's unnecessary.  And 
policing the park to enforce the rule can be expensive.  Usually, recreation departments realize the rule 
is unnecessary after they gain experience at managing a skatepark.  For beginners, the best safety 
tools are helmets, a safe place to practice, and quality instruction.

There are approximately 4,000 skateparks in the United States and yet lawsuits against the managing 
agencies are virtually unheard of. Liability law varies from state to state, so there is no simple answer. 
The best way to assess potential risk is to consult with other communities in your state with skateparks.

Most states consider skateboarding a “hazardous recreational activity.” While this may sound bad, it is 
actually good for skateparks. Because the state recognizes the activity as inherently hazardous, it has 
no responsibility if and when skateboarders injure themselves (as long as appropriate signage at the 
skatepark entrance includes all the legal fine print required by law). Bicycling is generally considered in 
the same way. By skateboarding, or riding a bike, you accept the inherent risks of the activity, and 
therefore have no legal grounds to hold anyone else liable for your well-being. 

In most areas of the nation, skateparks operate for decades without any legal risks by simply posting a 
sign that reads “skate at your own risk.” 

Most municipal skateparks will fall under the city’s umbrella insurance coverage, especially considering 
that skateboarding is responsible for fewer injuries than other common sports. The U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission’s annual electronic survey of hospital emergency-room visits reveals that 
softball, soccer, and basketball, among other popular sports, are responsible for more injuries per 
1,000 participants than skateboarding. Still, many cities prefer to insure their skateparks with a 
separate policy. While many common insurance carriers have not written policies for skateparks, a few
have. Their experience covering skateparks helps them quote policies that can be significantly less 
expensive than competing firms. We would suggest checking with your city’s existing insurer about 
adding the skatepark, if it’s necessary to insure it separately at all. 

Source: Tony Hawk Foundation, Frequently Asked Questions
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Process from concept to opening day
1)Location     2)Funds       3)A builder/designer

1)Location
Choosing a great location is essential to a skatepark's success. We are recommending the site of the 
previous  Baldwin County pool. Here is a list of what should be considered in a good skatepark site.

Visibility
Skateparks always become after school teenage hangouts.  If the skatepark is in a hidden location, then
it will attract people who want to engage in suspicious behavior and they would have an audience of 
teenagers.  How easy would it be for law enforcement and parents to patrol and check-in on the 
skatepark?  Is the site surrounded by other active areas, giving users the sense that eyes could be on 
them at any given time?  The site of the Baldwin County pool has excellent casual supervision.

Accessibility
The location of the previous pool is: 
-2.1 miles from Baldwin High
-1.1 miles from Oak Hill
-1.4 miles from Milledgeville Mall
-2.6 miles from Central City Park

Design Canvas
Is there enough space to achieve the desired square footage? 

Is there potential for future expansion?

Is the shape of the space conducive to skateboarding traffic patterns or do awkward corners and 
boundaries create challenges?

Is the topography conducive to skatepark design? Do natural elevation changes present opportunities 
or challenges?

Would the scenery, aesthetics and atmosphere compliment a social gathering space like a skatepark?

Do water-table depth or existing drainage present opportunities or challenges?

Amenities and Infrastructure

The site has existing bathrooms and shade pavilion.  Adding a water fountain would be an excellent 
idea.  A vending machine could be a smart way to make revenue.  The Golden Pantry next to the old 
skatepark received a lot of business from park users.
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2)Funds
We are asking that Baldwin County to provide half of the funds for a $150K skatepark ($75K). Then we 
intend to raise the additional funds through a 501c3 non profit which has been filed for by Josh Black.  
In addition to receiving donations from Baldwin County residents, we will also be able to apply for 
grants.  Available grants include but are not limited to:

$25K maximum
They award grants in June and Febuary of each year.  The typical community recieving a grant is 23% 
below it's state's median income.  Baldwin County is 28.8% below Georgia's median income.  
skatepark projects that qualify:
1)    are designed and built from concrete by qualified and experienced skatepark contractors.
2)    include local skaters throughout the planning, fundraising, and design process.
3)    are in low-income areas and/or areas with a high population of “at-risk” youth.
4)    can demonstrate a strong grassroots commitment to the project, particularly in the form of          
fundraising by local skateboarders and other community groups.
5)    have a creative mix of street obstacles (rails, ledges, stairs, etc.) and transition/vert terrain 
(quarterpipes, bowls, halfpipes, etc.)
6)    don’t require skaters or their parents to sign waivers.
7)    encourage skaters to look after their own safety and the safety of others without restricting        
their access to the park or over-regulating their use of it.
8)    are open during daylight hours, 365 days a year.
9)don’t charge an entrance fee
10)are in areas that currently have no skateboarding facilities.

Recreation Assistance Fund (RAF)
Eligible Activities:
Grants for the purchase of real property, facility
development or rehabilitation of existing facilities to increase the local
supply of public recreation lands and/or facilities.
Total Funding:
Approximately $1 million per year.
Maximum per Project:
$12,500
Match Requirements:
N/A
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites Division
Grants Administration and Planning
205 Butler Street, SE
Suite 1352
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Antoinette Norfleet
(404) 656-3830
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3)A builder/designer
A good design and construction are essential to skatepark's success.
For example, Valdosta GA spent over $100K on a poorly designed 
skatepark(pictured below.)

            In this photo, we see a ledge 
was placed in front of a ramp, 
making them nearly unusable.  
To access the ramp with decent 
speed, you will have to zip in 
from the side once you pass by 
the ledge.

Skateboarders love to grind down ledges and rails.
But adding them to a bowl ruins the bowl because 
bowls are skated horizontally.  Also, the sharp 
changes in slope are called “kinds” by skaters.  
They make the ledges much more difficult and 
dangerous.  Also, the ledges are so short that even 
the youngest skaters won't find them interesting.

Here, again the rails have kinks.  Also the set of 
stairs ruins the horizontal flow of the bowl.  This 
doesn't really matter, since the steep curve of 
the bowl from the ground up makes it basically 
unusable anyway.
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Compare the Hahira Skatepark(Valdosta) to Dalton GA(pictured below.)  This facility costs less and has 
less ramps, rails and ledges.  But it is a much better skatepark.  The amount of space needed between 
each ramp, rail, stair, etc is far greater than most people realize.  Quality is much more important than 
quantity here.

                                                                                  
There are many local governments building skateparks around the country.  Many times the local 
government means well but knows very little about the process.  So they get taken advantage of by 
skatepark companies that are basically con artists.

We are recommending Spohn Ranch and Pillar Design as builder/designers.  Both of these companies do
excellent work all over the country and build top quality skateparks.
Contacts:

Vince Onel
Spohn Ranch Skateparks
vince@spohnranch.com
626-330-5803 ext. 215 

Nicole Licari Robertson
Pillar Design Studios
888.880.5112
nicole@pillardesignstudios.com 

mailto:nicole@pillardesignstudios.com


17of17

Management after opening
Should the skatepark be lighted?
Skateparks in areas like Albany, Thompson, and Dublin all are open sunrise to sundown.  Many 
skateparks have lights like Columbus, Loganville, and Cumming.  This really depends on the usage.  
This is a question that should be visited after usage shows a need.  Adding lights can bring more adult 
users.  This can have a good effect on any teenage behavior issues.  It cannot be stressed enough that 
a skatepark is going to become a social gathering place in addition to being a skatepark.

Will there be lessons for beginners?
We've spoken to numerous adult skateboarders who would love to help out with this.  Many of them 
have fond memories of the skatepark next to Golden Pantry.  “Drop in to skateboarding” is an official 
accreditation that exists for skateboarding instructors.  Research illustrates that 1/3rd of skateboarding 
injuries occur in the participant’s first few weeks of skating and can easily be avoided when 
fundamentals are taught safely and appropriately. 
http://www.dropintoskateboarding.com/

Maintenance
Concrete skateparks require little maintenance.  Oregon, which receives plenty of rain each year reports
that the main maintenance issue is removing trash and debris.  This is important since debri can stop a 
skateboard.  The original design of the skatepark affects this, since dirt can wash into the area, and 
trees can drop debris.
Skateparks that see heavy use usually have minor cracking that will need to be patched.  I've seen this 
myself, and the Oregon skateparks appear to say the same thing.
Source: http://www.skatepark.org/park-development/management/2011/04/oregon-skatepark-
maintenance/

Can we hold contests/ events?
Yes, if the skatepark is large, and challenging enough.  This shouldn't be a problem for a $100K facility if
it's designed well.  An opening day demo is also a good idea.  In skateboarding terms, a demo is when 
professional or amateur (almost professional) skateboarders come skate the park.  Pro skate teams 
travel the country all year doing this, most often in the summer.  The Macon skateshop, Clockwork, has 
an amateur team and would be delighted to help in this way.

http://www.dropintoskateboarding.com/

